McPherson College

Student Government Association

Constitution

Article I

Name

The name of this organization shall be the Student Government Association, but shall also be commonly known by its acronym, SGA.

Article II

Membership

Section A: All full-time students of McPherson College shall be members of the Student Body.  Part-

time students may become members by payment of the full-time student activity fee.

Section B: All members shall be entitled to participate in meetings of the Student Body, to vote, and to hold office under this constitution.

Article III

Purpose

The purpose of Student Government Association shall be to serve the needs of the Student Body.

The welfare of the Student Body should be their first consideration.

The Student Government Association, acting as representative and in behalf of the Student Body, shall be the official Student Body Representative to other colleges and McPherson College administration and Board of Trustees.
Article IV

Jurisdiction

All students enrolled at McPherson College shall be subject to this constitution and its by-laws.
Article V

The Executive Committee

Section A: The Executive Committee shall be the executive branch of the Student Government Association.

Section B: Composition

1. The Executive Committee of the Student Government Association shall be the President of the Student Body, the Vice President, the Secretary and the Treasurer.

2. The designee by the Dean of Students shall sit Ex-Officio

Section C: Qualifications

1. The SGA Executive Committee must

a. Be a Student Body Member.

b. Not be on academic probation, and have a cumulative GPA of at least 2.75 on a 4.0 scale.

c. President and Vice President must have been a Member of the Student Body for at least two consecutive semesters by the time of inauguration.
2. If any member of the Executive Committee is placed on academic probation or warning, or GPA falls below 2.75, the Member and the Dean of Student’s designee shall meet and the situation will be dealt with according to the circumstances.
Section D: Duties and Responsibilities

1. The duties and responsibilities of the Student Government Association President shall be to:

a. Preside at all regular and special meetings of the Student Government Association and Student Body.

b. Call all special meetings of the Student Government Association and the Student Body when deemed necessary by the Student Government Association or when petitioned to do so.

c. Create or disassemble temporary committees when deemed necessary by the Student Government Association or Executive Committee.

d. Act as official representative of the Student Body and Student Government Association and to present all recommendations and proposals of the Student Government Association to the appropriate bodies, including the Board of Trustees, when necessary.

e. Vote only in the case of a tie in the Student Government Association.
f. Become familiar with this Constitution and basic parliamentary procedures.

g. Perform all duties falling to such an office.

2. The duties and responsibilities of the Student Government Association Vice President shall be to:

a. Perform the duties of the President in case of absence.
b. Serve as Chairperson of the Constitutional Amendments Committee and to perform the duties outlined for that position.
c. Be a voting member of the Student Government Association.
d. Become familiar with this Constitution and basic parliamentary procedures.

e. Responsible for Homecoming Activities coordinated by the Student Government Association.

f. Perform all duties falling to such an office.
3. The duties of the Student Government Association Secretary shall be to:

a. Keep a record of the attendance and business of all meetings of the Student Government Association and the Student Body.

b. Have available upon request all minutes of Student Government Association meetings.  

c. Handle all Student Government Association correspondence, keep copies of all communications, and notify members of any specially called meetings.

d. Serve as Chairperson of the Election Committee and to perform the duties outlined for that position.

e. Be a voting member of the Student Government Association.
f. Become familiar with this Constitution and basic parliamentary procedures.

g. Keep record of current chartered clubs recognized by the Student Government Association.

h. Maintain and update social networking for Student Government Association.

i. Perform all duties falling to such an office.
4. The duties of the Student Government Association Treasurer shall be to

a. Serve as Chairperson of the Board of Publications and to perform the duties outlined for that position.

b. Serve as Chairperson of the Budget Committee and to perform the duties outlined for that position.

c. Pay all bills and record all financial transactions of the Student Government Association and to make a report of the financial condition of the Treasury as needed.

d. Conduct a semester audit of the Student Government Association, official school newspaper and all Chartered Organizations.

e. Be a voting member of the Student Government Association.
f. Become familiar with this Constitution and basic parliamentary procedures.

g. Perform all duties falling to such an office.

Section E: The executive officers shall maintain, in good conduct, their respective offices for a term of one year from the date of their inauguration in the spring of the year of their election, until the succession of new officers in the spring of the following year.
Article VI

The Student Representative
Section A: The Student Representative shall make up the remainder of the Student Government Association.
Section B: Composition

1. The membership of the Student Representatives will be composed of the following members

a. One (1) representative each for the Sophomore, Junior and Senior Classes.

b. Two (2) representatives for the Freshman Class.

c. One (1) representative each for the Residence Halls.

d. One (1) representative for Off-Campus members.

e. Two (2) At-Large representatives for the Student Body.

2. A designee by the Dean of Students shall be a non-voting, Ex-Officio member of Student Government Association.

Section C: Qualifications

1.  Student Representatives must

a. Be an enrolled Student Body member.

b. Not be on academic probation or warning, and must have earned a cumulative GPA of at least 2.25 on a 4.0 scale.

i. New Student applicants must not be conditionally admitted when applying for a Student Government Association position.

2. If any Student Representative is placed on academic probation or warning, or GPA falls below 2.25, the student and the Dean of Student’s designee shall meet and the situation will be dealt with according to the circumstances.

Section D: Duties and Responsibilities: 
1.   The duties and responsibilities of the Student representative shall be to


a.    Act as a voting member of Student Government Association

b.    Serve on any committee to which appointed and represent the Student Body interest 

       on said committee.


c.    Become familiar with this Constitution and basic parliamentary procedures.
d.    Serve as a liaison and contact for a minimum of one club, including  

       attending their meetings and facilitating communication between the groups.

2.  The duties and responsibilities of the Residence Hall Representatives shall be to

a.    Bring concerns, information, suggestions and inquiries from the students they 

       represent to the Student Government Association for action or referral.

b.    Inform the Student Government Association of the activities of each hall.

c.    Inform the students of their respective hall of the action and intentions of the 

       Student Government Association.

d. Serve as a member of the Judiciary Board and to perform the duties outlined for that position.

e. Serve as an liaison and contact for a minimum of one club or chartered 

organization, duties including attending their meetings and facilitating communication between the groups.

3. The duties of the Class Representatives shall be to

a. Bring concerns, information, suggestions and inquiries from the students they represent to the Student Government Association for action or referral.

b. Inform the students of their respective Class of the action and intentions of the Student Government Association.
c. Serve as an liaison and contact for a minimum of one club or chartered 

organization, duties including attending their meetings and facilitating communication between the groups.

4. The duties and responsibilities of the Off-Campus Representative shall be to 

a. Bring concerns, information, suggestions and inquiries from the students they represent to the Student Government Association for action or referral.

b. Inform the students they represent of the actions and intentions of the Student Government Association.

c. Serve as an liaison and contact for a minimum of one club or chartered 

organization, duties including attending their meetings and facilitating communication between the groups.

5. The duties and responsibilities of the At-Large Representatives shall be to 

a. Bring concerns, information, suggestions and inquiries from the students they represent to the Student Government Association for action or referral.

b. Inform the students they represent of the actions and intentions of the Student Government Association.

c. Serve as an liaison and contact for a minimum of one club or chartered 

organization, duties including attending their meetings and facilitating communication between the groups.
Article VII

Student Activities Board

The Student Activities Board (SAB) is a separate entity of the Student Government Association. The objective of the organization is to coordinate, initiate, and administer activities involving the educational, recreational, and social interests of the college community. Student Activity Board will receive forty-five percent (45%) of student fees that are allocated to SGA at the beginning of each semester.
Section A:  The Student Activities Board leader will be held liable by the Dean of Students. 

Article VIII

Initiative and Referendum

Section A: Ten percent (10%) of the Student Body may petition the President of Student Government Association to call a special meeting of the Student Government Association and may stipulate matters for the agenda of that meeting.

Section B: Fifteen percent (15%) of the Student Body may petition the President of Student Government Association to call a special meeting of the Student Body and may stipulate matters for the agenda of that meeting.

1. Two-thirds (2/3) of the Student Body members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at a Student Body Meeting.

2. A majority vote of those present at a Student Body meeting may recall any Student Government Association decision for Association reconsideration, clarification or revote.

Section C: For neglect or misconduct in office, an elected officer provided for in this constitution may be recalled by affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the voting Student Body.  A unanimous vote by all Student Senators other than the one in question also suffices.

Article IX

Bylaws

Section A: This constitution shall have by-laws drafted to serve as an extension in detail of the laws as stated in the constitution and certain operating rules and procedures of the Student Government Association.  

Article X

Amendments

Section A: Procedure for amending the Constitution

1. An amendment to the constitution may originate in the SGA by a majority vote or in the Student Body by the process described in Article VIII of this constitution.
2. A two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of the Student Government Association shall be sufficient send the proposal for amendment to the constitution and bylaws for vote to the Student Body.

3. Any amendment shall be published in the official school newspaper at least one week before the amendment is to be voted on by the Student Body.
4. A majority affirmative vote of Student Body Members shall be sufficient to amend the constitution and bylaws.

5. Any amendment ratified will take effect upon passage.  

Article XI

Ratification

Section A: The constitution shall be considered ratified by the student body when passed by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of those students voting. The constitution shall take effect upon passage, and upon taking effect will supersede all previous constitutions. The previous constitution will be declared null and void. This constitution shall become the guiding instrument of student government at McPherson College.
